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ADVERTISEMENT. 


WHEN the following Diſcourſe was preached, the 
Author can moſt truly ſay, He had no deſign either 
to irritate by it and provoke any Sei or Party, or 
to publiſh it. Having ſince, however, been called upon 
by Some and ſolicited by Others, to print it, he think; 
it beſt upon the whole to comply with this: and accor- 
dingly ſubmits it, with all deference and humality, to 
the Candour of a wider Circle, to the Public Eye. 


He is aware, that, beſides the many other defetl 
which may be found, it may be thought in ſome re- 
bects to favour too much of Egotiſm for thoſe that 
are beyond the limits of the Place where it was de. 
livered: He deſires to Apologize for this. 

He begs alſo to avail himſelf of the preſent oppor- 
tunity to ſay, that if any one ſhould ſo far notice 
theſe few Pages as to make anſwer to any parts of 
them, the Author ſhall not think himſelf engaged, or 
be likely, to reply: having neither leiſure nor inclina- 
tion for Controverſy, eſpecially Religious Controverſy, 
which is too often, conducted with fo much acyimony 
on either ſide, as to defeat, rather than advance, the 
object which He wiſhes always to keep before him, and 
which he had much in view in framing his Diſcourſe, 
that of promoting what he conceives to le the true 
ſpirit of Chriſtian Charity amongſt Men, mutual For- 
bearance, general Goodwill, and the Benefit of All. 


AUGUST 22, 1798. 


The inſertion of the above Date, the correction of the miſ- 
fake © influence for inference,” and a ſhort Note at Page 25, make 


the only difference between the preſens Edition and the preceding. 
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S ERM ON. 


OO n— THEY HAVE A ZEAL OF GOD, 
BUT NOT ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGE. 


Carre upon, as I have been, my Reverend 
Brethren, to diſcourſe before you at the preſent time 
of meeting, on what Subject can it be more natural, 
more reaſonable methinks that I ſhould ſpeak, than 
on ſome ſuch as that which the words of the text ap- 
pear to imply? From the abundance of the heart, 
ſaid our bleſſed Maſter, who knew well what was in 
man, the mouth ſpeaketh. And ſtanding as I do in 
the ſituation which it has been aſſigned me te occupy 
in this part of the Land, it may be imagined, I con- 
ceive, that what relates to ſuch a ſubje& muſt have 


4 2 preſented 


4 


preſented itſelf both to my eyes and to my ears, to my 
ſight and my underſtanding, very frequently. It is 
impoſſible for any one to reſpect the memory of my 
Predeceſſor* more highly than myſelf; his well- meant 
Piety, his extenſive Liberality, his amiable Manners 
in ſociety. Theſe were ſuch as I may be glad to 
imitate at humble diſtance, hardly can I hope to equal, 
With pleaſure I pay the tribute due to his Virtues upon 
every occaſion. But it is my lot, as coming after 
Him, to occupy a ſtation, where Enthuſiaſm, or Fa- 
naticiſm, or by whatever other name the ſame thing 
may be ſignified, preyails and abounds. In the proſe- 
cution of my Subjett, therefore, as diſcourſing before 
you at the preſent hour, I purpoſe to conſider, “ What 
may be thought the nature or character of Enthuſiaſm 
in general, the ſort of Perſons whom m particular it 
ſeems more eſpecially to influence, and the Miſtakes 
which it appears to occaſion in its Followers: This will 
lead me inſenſibly to a brief yindication of our Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, ſuch as the time will allow: which I 
ſhall conclude with ſome Obſeryations rather more at 
length, of mild Admonition toThoſe who differ from Us 
in opinion, and of reſpectful Caution to Ourlelyes.”— 
In diſcharging thus what I perſuade myſelf is my duty, 
I humbly ſolicit the Candour of all my Hearers. If, 
among Thoſe who may happen to be now within theſe 
Walls, there ſhould be any on the one hand, who may 


expect and think it right that I ſhould ſpeak of Thoſe 
| : N who 


The Honourable and Reverend William Bromley Cadogan, 
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who thus differ from Us with what They would deem 
perhaps a Juſt degree of ſeverity, I muſt beg leave to 
ſay, They will be diſappointed. - Or ſhould there be a- 
mong them any on the other hand, who may apprehend 
that I might avail myſelf of the preſent opportunity to 
launch out againſt them with ſharp invective, They 
will be diſappointed alſo. The ſame line of Candour 
and Moderation which I preſcribed to myſelf from the 
firſt, upon coming to reſide in this Place, and to 
which I hope I have uniformly adhered, the ſams line 
I ſhall ſtil endeavour to keep ſteadily before me. 
To that Almighty Being, in whoſe holy Houſe We 
are now aſſembled, who ſees and hears Us at this very 
moment, to Him I can ſafely and confidently appeal, 
that there is no particle of malevolence within my 
breaſt; and that in what from my ſubje& I may be led 
to ſay, though it may not accord with the ſentiments 
of ſome, yet the only object which I have in view is 
the good and welfare of Us all. 


After apologizing, as may perhaps be thought ne- 


ceſſary, for theſe particulars of Exordium, let Us pro- 


ceed to examine the nature or character of Enthuſiaſm. 
And of this I truſt it may be ſafely ſaid, that, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, it produces evil. Though its effects may 
be different, according to the different diſpoſitions up- 
on which it operates; though in ſome of theſe it may 
ſhew itſelf to be gloomy and ſevere, in others preci- 


pitate and violent; yet, from continued obſervation, 
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the ſigns or traces of it have been commonly ſuch, as 
to indicate more or leſs a diſtortion of the mind which 
leads into error. The celebrated writer“ Plutarch, 
in his treatiſe of compariſon between Atheiſm and 
Superſtition, which may well be taken as another 
name for Enthuſiaſm, and after Him our great Coun- 
tryman, Bacon, , poſſeſſing both of them ſuperior un- 
derſtandings, have tranſmitted to us their opinion upon 
the ſubjef We are conſidering; and appear to warn 
Us in ſtrong terms againſt the dangers to which it is 
expoſed. They agree in repreſenting it as debaſing 
the human mind, as engendering unworthy ideas of 
devotional duty, as producing evils not inferior to 
thoſe which ariſe from Infidelity itſelf. Other Wri- 
ters} ſince have expreſſed themſelves nearly to the 
ſame effect. Certain it is from experience, that 
the attions to which Enthuſiaſm in its various ſhapes, 
or, as it is well defined by the Apoſtle in our Text, 
a * Zeal without Knowledge,” has at different times 
given birth, are of a dangerous ſort and prejudicial 
to Society. It was this kind of Zeal which the Al- 
mighty himſelf appears ſrom Sacred Writ to have re- 
prehended of old, even in his choſen Servant; when 


upon 
See his Treatiſe IIeę. a 
+ See his Diſquiſitions on Atheiſm and Superſtition. 


+ Biſhop Lavington on Fanaticiſm, Biſhop Warburton on Grace. 
Biſhop Gibſon on Enthuſiaſm. Trapp's Diſcourſes. Tottie's 


Charges. Dr. Croft on Fanaticiſm, Daubeney's Guide to the 
Church, &c. Ec. | 


7 
«pon the Prophet“ declaring that all the faithful Prieſts 
were ſlain by the ſword, and that He only was left 
to ſtand alone, it is replied, © Yet have I left me ſeven 
t!houſand that have not bowed the knee to Baal.“ 
The anſwer of our Saviour to the two Diſciples that 
would havet called down fire from Heaven upon the 
Inhabitants of the Village who were not inclined to 
receive them becauſe they worſhipped at another place, 
when He ſaid, „ Ye know not what manner of ſpirit 
Ye are of,” is familiar to all. The ſame ſpirit of miſ- 
taken Zeal it was, chat ſhewed itſelf at one time with 
unbridled violence, when, ſoon after the Reformation, 
the? Anabaptiſts of thoſe days in Germany broke 
out into ſuch dreadful exceſſes; and again ſhewed it- 
ſelf at another time with ſullen gloom, when among 
Ourſelves, about the period of the' Uſurpation, 
the Hypocriſy of the{ Puritans prevailed, and under 
the pretence of ſeeking the Lord as Saints the moſt 
atrocious crimes were deliberately perpetrated. By 
its fruits, it has been moſt juſtly ſaid, the Tree is 
known. It is true, it has been uſually ſeen that ex- 
tremes beget extremes. The calamities which have 
laid waſte the wretched Kingdom oppoſite to our own, 
and which may juſtly be aſcribed to that extinction of 
all Religious Principle, that general diffuſion of Infi- 
{elity which has ſo induſtriouſly taken place, have 


A4 been 


I. Kings, xix, v. 14, 18. + Luke ix, v. 56. 
+ See the Hiſtories of thoſe Times, 
See the Engliſh Hiſtories of chat Period. 
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been thought by ſome to derive their real origin from 
the Superſtition which prevailed there before. And 

in our own Kingdom it has been made a queſhon by 
| judicious and very ſenſible Men, whether, at this pre- 
ſent moment, our Land has more to fear from the 
ſpread, as it has been called, of Infidelity, or from 
the ſpread of Enthuſiaſm. Happy would it be for 
Us, if We could but preſerve the ſober golden Mean 
between the two extremes! Happy would be our Peo- 
ple in ſuch a caſe! Happy in ſerving thus the Lord 
their God! | 


In ſpeaking thus of the pernicious effects which 
have been uſually known to follow from a © Zeal 
without Knowledge” as to its general charatter, very 
much would my meaning be miſrepreſented, if it were 
therefore inferred, that the ſame was to be. applied to 
every Individual, to all thoſe who may be denomina- 
ted Enthuſiaſts. Among Theſe, We are willing to 
conclude, that with very many the object is good; 
but We conceive them to be under a deluſion in the 
mode of purſuing it. With a commendable intention, 
the error among ſuch is in the exceſs. As for the 
ſort of Perſons at large who may be thought more 
eſpecially to be influenced by Enthuſiaſm, Theſe 
from obſervation we may chiefly preſume to be, 
either ſuch as are under the dominion of ſtrong con- 
ſtitutional paſſions, or ſuch as poſſeſs weak and ſlen- 
der underſtandings. On the one hand, They are 
oftentimes ſuch, as having in carlier days perhaps 

| gone 


* g 


gone ſar in the indulgence of youthful levities or 
exceſſes, think it now high time to ſtop in their ca- 
reer: and with the ſame impetuoſity, only changing the 
object, as they before ſerved one maſter not a little, 


ſo now they are reſolved & to“ ſerve” another maſter 


„much.“ Of this ſort there are unqueſtionably 
many. Or on the other hand, They are oftentimes 
ſuch, as not truſting to the guidance of their own 
reaſon, are eaſily led away by others more deſigning: 
and being worked upon by the principle of Fear, 


natural to weak minds, are ſo terrified with the idea 


of not ſerving God ſufficiently aſter all they can 


do, that many of them have been ſeen to paſs their 
days in a miſerable ſtate of melancholy deſpondency, 


and have frequently been known even to cut them 


off by deeds of deſperation. Of this-{ort alſo there 
are many. In addition to both theſe, may it not be 
ſaid, that the Votaries of Enthuſiaſm are apt likewiſe 
to be influenced by a love of Novelty and a love of 
Power? The love of Power has a ſtronger hold up- 
on the human mind than is commonly imagined: and 
the love of Novelty has ſcarcely leſs. With the 
higher diviſions of Mankind, the former motive pre- 


vails moſt; with the lower claſſes it is the latter. And 
whether it be, that Some are not willing to reſt ſatiſ- 


hed with their ſtation in Society unleſs they can 
ohtain more notice, more diſtinttion; are deſirous 
of being rulers and chief men in their generation; 
as Saint John ſaid of Diotrephes, © love to have 


| the 
* II Kings, x, 5, 18. 
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the pre-eminence;” and hope to derive importance 
to themſelves by ſingularity of conduR, by avow- 
edly deviating from whatever has been long fixed 
and eſtabliſhed: Or whether it be, that Others, 
& having itching ears,” as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in his 
tlays, are ever wanting to hear “ ſome new thing ;” 


from an inſatiable credulity are fond of “ heaping 


to themſelves Teachers;” and love eſpecially. to 
be told what is ſtrange, and formidable, and al- 
arming: from which ever motive it proceeds, it 
unfortunately ſo happens, that although the “ way 
of Holineſs is a Highway,” as the Prophet ſays, 
in which “ the wayfaring man though ſimple need 
not err,” yet too many there are that forſake it; 
and notwithſtanding that by the Almighty in his 
Word We are repeatedly cautioned not to“ turn 
aſide either to the right hand or to the left,” yet 
too many are continually ſeen to wander away into 
the bewildering labvrinths of Error and Miſtake, 


Theſe Miſtakes it was our purpole to notice, 
next in order. Such at leaſt we conceive Enthu- 
ſiaſm has a tendency to occaſion in its Followers. 
Of this ſort it may here be ſufficient to mention 
three: concerning which we ſhall make it our bu- 
ſinels to ſpeak both as briefly and as moderately 
as poſſible, —The firſt of theſe we conceive. to be, 
a Miſ-interpretation of. certain paſſages in the Holy 
Scriptures. And this part of our work has not only 

been 


been remarked upon by various Writers, but has 
alſo been ſo well done to our hands by a very 
able living Author,“ that, though other inſtances 
of a ſimilar nature might be adduced, it is impoſ- 
fble not to wiſh to uſe his words rather upon the 
occaſion, both as far ſuperior to our own, and 
as more eſpecially a Juſtification of Ourſelves.— 
Upon the ſubje& of what is called Election, he 


ſays, * At the firſt Inſtitution of Chriſtianity, the 


« Community of Chriſtians were a handful of Men 
* conneRed amongſt themſelves by the ſtricteſt union, 
« and divided from the reſt of the world by a real 


difference of principle and perſuaſion. This So- 


« ciety conſidered collettively and as a body, were 
e ſet apart from the reſt of mankind for a more 
gracious Diſpenſation, as well as actually diſtin- 
« guiſhed by a ſuperior purity of life and conver- 
„ ſation. In this view, and in oppoſition to the 
© unbelieving world, They were diſcriminated in 
« Scripture by titles of great ſeeming dignity and 
„import: They were Elett, they were Called, 
they were Saints, they were in Chriſt, Theſe 
* terms were employed to diſtinguiſh the profeſ- 
«* ſors of Chriſtianity from the reſt of mankind, in 
the ſame manner as the names of Greek and 
* Barbarian, Jew and Gentile, diſtinguiſhed the 
People of Greece and of Iſrael from other nations. 


% But 


* Archdeacon Paley.—See his Viſitation Sermon at Carliſle. 
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© But the application of ſuch phraſes is become 
-- now obſcure. Some however, {uppoling theſe ex- 
preſſions to have a perpetual meaning, and for- 
getting the original uſe of them, have given them 
« a ſenſe and an application extremely foreign from 
& the deſign of their Authors; namely, to diſtin. 
« ouiſh Individuals amongſt Us, the proſeſſors of 
« Chriſtianity from one another. Agreeably te 
e which idea, the molt flattering of theſe names, the 


« Ele&t, the Called, the Saints, have by bold and 


„% unlearned men been appropriated to Themſelves 
Sand their own party, with a preſumption mju- 
& rious to the reputation of our Religion amongſt 
« « them that are without,” and diſguſting to the ſo- 
« ber part of its profeſſors: whereas, that ſuch 
& titles were intended in a ſenſe common to all 
« that embraced Chriſtianity, is plain from the many 
ee different paſſages in which they occur.” Again, 
on the ſubjett of Regeneration or a New Birth. 
& The converſion of a grown perſon from Hea- 
& theniſm to Chriſtianity, which is the caſe of 
% converſion commonly intended in the Epiſtles, 
« was in its firlt ſenſe a change of which We 
have now no juſt conception. Accompanied as 
&« it was with the pardon of every former fin, this 
« was fuch an æra in a man's life, ſo remarkable a 
ce period in his recollection, ſuch a revolution of 
every thing that was molt important to him, as 


might well admit thoſe ſtrong figures and ſignificant 
6 alluſions 
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« allufions by which it is deſcribed in Seripture. 
i But it is manifeſt that no change equal or 
„lar to this can be experienced by Us, or by 
« any one that is educated in a Chriſtian Coun- 
„try, to whom the faQs, precepts, and hope of 
« Chriſtianity have from his very infancy beer: {2- 
„ miliar. Yet notwithſtanding this, the ſame an- 
6s guage is ſtill retained, And what has beer: the 
© conſequence? Among the different ſenſes in 
„which this has been taken, Some have gone very 
« far, and, in order to ſatisfy theſe expreſſions to 
„ their full extent, have imagined to themſelves 
certain perceptible impulſes of the Holy "Ghoſt, 
„ by which, in an inſtant, and in a manner no 
« doubt ſufficiently extraordinary, They become 
new Creatures; They are freed from Sin and 
„from Death; They are choſen, that is, and 
+ ſealed, without a poſſibility of fall, unto final 
Salvation.“ —A gain alſo on the ſubje& of Predeſ- 
tination, “ In oppoſition to the Jews, who were 
* ſo much offended by the preaching of the Goſ- 
„ pel to the Gentiles, Saint Paul maintains, that 
„it was the intention of God from the firſt to 
« ſubſtitute at a fit ſeaſon, into the place of the 
rejected Iſraelites, a ſociety of men taken indif- 
* ferently out of all nations under Heaven, and 

admitted to be the People of God upon eaſier 
* and more comprehenſive terms. The ſcheme of 


collecting ſuch a ſociety was what God foreknew 
6 before 
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before the foundation of the world; was what 
„He did predeſiinate, was the eternal purpoſe which 
« he purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus: and by conſequence, 
e this ſociety of adopted perſons, in their collec. 
e tive capacity, were the objetts of this foreknow- 
« ledge, purpoſe, and predeſtination. Such dodtrine 
% has nothing in it either harſh or obſcure. But 
„what has been made of it? Loſing ſight of the 
„proper occaſion of theſe expreſſions, Some have 
applied them to the final deſtiny of Individuals 
* at the Day of Judgment. And upon this foun- 
dation has been erefted a doftrine, which at 
„once lays the axe to the root of all Religion, 
« that of an abſolute appointment to Salvation or 
* to Perdition, independently of Ourſelves or of 
„any thing We can do; by ſuch interpretation, 
„ inſtead of ſhewing the impartial mercies of God 
& againſt the narrow and excluding claims of Jew- 
& 1ſh prejudice, eſtabliſhing unfortunately a Dil- 
« penſation the moſt arbitrary and partial that can 
be deviſed,” 


Without making comment upon the Miſ-interpre- 
tations which have been cited as above, and with- 
out adding to them, proceed We to what We deem - 
the ſecond article of Miſtake in ſuch as are termed 
Enthufiaſts—And We apprehend that We call it 
by a very moderate name when We call it a mil. 
take, if it be true, which I believe is generally 
allowed, 
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allowed, that They charge Us, the Clergy of the 
Eſtabliſned Church, with not preaching the Goſpel. 
Forbearing all retort upon ſuch language, ſuch ex- 
preſſions, it may be ſufficient to ſay, that this, if 
it were ſounded, would be a charge of a heavy nature 
indeed: But, as it is in truth, may require only a very 
brief refutation. What! My Reverend Brethren! 
when I am ſpeaking at this moment, when I am 
ſpeaking, or, rather I ſhquld ſay, when We all of 
Us are ſpeaking, upon each returning Sabbath 
Day, ſhall jt be ſaid, ſhall it be thought, that at 
ſuch a ſerious and ſolemn time, We are Hypo- 
crites, *TTrouprz:, Hiſtemnes, Players, Men acting 
2 part? Would to God that We were all of Us 
indeed better Preachers and better Men! But I 
humbly think, that as a Body We know our duty; 
and, with due allowance in the fight of God for 
the evident and unqueſtionable imperfection of hu- 
man infirmity, I humbly think that as a Body We. 
pratiſe it. Are We not fully conſcious, for in- 
ſtance, are We not fully conſcious, that We have 
Sauls to be ſaved as well as They; that We muſt 
give an account of our Miniſtry; that we have a 
work to do, and woe will be to Us, if we do it 
not; a Goſpel to preach, and woe will be to Us 
if we preach it not? I perſuade myſelf that We 
by no means keep back from our People any part 
of the * whole counſel of God,” any of the pe- 
culiar dottrines of our Holy Religion: I perſuade 
| myſelf 


00 


. myſelf that we diſcourſe upon theſe with carneſt- 


neſs and due Zeal: But if, in conjunAtion with 


theſe, We alſo“ diſcourſe upon thoſe Commandments 


of the Law which Jeſus Chriſt himſelf + came not 
to deſtroy but to fulfill,” or- upon thoſe very im- 
portant Duties of daily Life on which our Saviour 


bimſelf preached fo admirably in his Sermon on 


the Mount, or upon thoſe holy Ordinances which 


our Church has thought fit to appoint, I would 
ſay it without preſumption, I hope we are well 
employed. In fact, what, I pray, have We been 


doing all theſe years, each of Us for himſelf, in our 


ſeveral Pariſhes and ſituations, among a Peoplet 
that have been affectionately attached to Us, that 
have looked up to our lips as the diſpenſers of true 
knowledge, and that through God's Grace are to 
be guided by Us in the way of Salvation; What, 

I 


* See in Biſhop Taylor 2 liſt of Subjects proper for Ser- 
mons, and excellent advice for preaching : from both which 
the young Student in Divinity may collect, as the Author is 


teady to acknowledge He has long ſince done, many uſeful 


* 


hints and directions. 


Biſhop Taylor's Sermons. Folio. Fifth Edition. Page 233, 234» 


+ I dwell among mine own People.“ II Kings, iv, 5, 13+ 

Happy the Paſtor, ſurely We may ſay, the Sacerdos Parœ- 
cialis, as Dr. Burton, of Eton, elegantly deſcribes him, in his 
reured well-ordered Village; the peaceful abodes of which, Fanati- 
ciſm, and the unhappy differences of Religous Opinion never 
yet entered and r Author could ſay this hinſef 


for nearly twenty years. 
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I ſay, have We been doing all this time, if We 

have not preached the Goſpel? But Nay, My 

Reverend Brethren! let Us not be needleſsly 

alarmed at ſuch an imputation ; remembering that 

it comes from "Thoſe who may perhaps think it. 
neceſſary that ſomething at leaſt ſhould be alledged 

when they feparate from Us. It is a ſmall thing, We 
know, to be judged of Man's Judgment. Whatever 
opinions Enthuſiaſts may form either of Themſelves 

or of Us, to our own great Maſter alone we muſt 

ſtand or fall. And We would humbly truſt, that 

at the Day of Judgment, (We would ſay it for 

You, My Brethren, as well as for Ourſelves) We 

would humbly truſt, that in the midſt of our many 

other demerits, ſuch a thing will not be laid to 

our charge. 


A third Miſtake which We imagine Enthuſiaſts are 
liable to incur, and which it is therefore incumbent 
apon Us to mention, is the danger of cauſing *Schiſm 
which the Apoſtle expreſsly reprehends, the danger 
of ſeparating from the good order of things Eſta» 
bliſhed already in our Land. The time will not per- 
mit me to enlarge upon the fact, undeniable as it is, 
that, in a religious point of view, there is a Bond of 


Chriſtian Fellowſhip, by which as + Members 
B 6 of 


* © There ſhould be no Schifm in the Body.“ 1 Cor. xii, 25, F 
On the Subject of Schiſm, ſee Daubeny's © Guide to the Church ;* / 
the greater part of which every Friend to the Conſtitution both 
in Church and State would do well to peruſe, 


— tx pack — 
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& of the ſame Body the Church, over which Chriſt is 
&« the Head,” are folemnly united and held together: 
nor is it eaſy to be conceived upon what ſufficient 
plea the breaking of this union can in #fuch a caſe be 
Juſtified. But beſides this, in a civil point of view 
alſo, how far They that ſecede from the Church may 
be thought to ſecede likewiſe from the State, and 
from looking with a Jealous unfavourable Eye upon 
the former may become in time inimical to the lat- 
ter, 18 a particular on which I ſhall not take upon 
me to pronounce, eſpecially from ſuch a Place as this, 
I would rather hope that We may never be put tothe 
trial of aſcertaining this: and that, if We were put 
to it, They that entertain ſuch an opinion might find 
it erroneous. There are probably many among the 
Enthuſiaſts who would at firſt be inclined to receive 
ſuch a ſuppoſition with indignation; and be ready to 
cry out with Hazael to the warning Prophet, “Is 
thy Servant a Dog that he fhould do ſuch Things?” 
But We are not aware how far our Paſſions might 
hurry Us away, when heated and inflamed by the 
purſuit of any favourite object. In the conteſt of 
words, one expreſſion of acrimony begets another; 
and in the conteſt of actions, one injury gives riſe 
uſually to another from the oppoſing party. Like 
two Lines that run parallel together, how far ſoever | 
they might proceed, though at little diſtance from 


each 


ah 
* This refers no doubt to the recent inflances of Enthuſialls 
that ſeparate, 


19 


each other, they would never be likely to meet. 
After much diſagreement between Thoſe that have 
been once Friends, the only point in which they 
commonly at laſt unite and agree, is in that of won- 
dering how far each party has been unintentionally 
led to extremities againſt the other, With difſen- 
tion of whatſoever kind it is the ſame. The beginning 
of it is, as Solomon ſays, like the letting out of wa- 
ter; Which it is not afterwards in our power to ſtop 
when we will, Better ſurely would it be for Thoſe, 
between whom the wall of ſeparation is in reality ſo 
ſlight, not to ſeparate at all. Better would it be for 
All to dwell together like Brethren; to be as“ Men 
« of one mind in one Houſe” of God; and to hold 
the Faith, not only in Righteouſneſs of life, which is 
no doubt excellent, but alſo, which is ſcarcely leſs 
ſo, as our Church well expreſſes it, in Unity of 
ſpirit and in the bond of Peace. 


Yes! excellent is that Church, methinks We are 
naturally led from this part of our Subject to make 
the aſſertion, beautiful is the language, admirable the 
ſyſtem, which it ſets befoce its Followers: and much 
_ muſt it be deemed a matter of regret that at any time 

it ſhould be deſerted, It will not be expected, I truſt, 
that I ſhould here enter upon a formal and elaborate 
defence of what We call our Eſtabliſhed Church. 
The time will not admit of this: nor, if it would, can 
it, I conceive, be thought neceſſary, So admirably 
B 2 has 
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has this work been already executed by moſt able 
Maſter-builders, that it cannot either require or re- 
ceive any further acceſſion of ſtrength from ſuch a 
feeble hand as mine. After Jewell, and Chillingworth, 
and Hooker, and Barrow, and Taylor, and many others 
ſince that might be named, there remains little more 
to be done in this way than to meet occaſionally the 
exigencies of new times. But in this reſpeR, if it 
be only in Juſtice to our own People that faithfully 
continue with Us, We mult be ready always to vin- 
dicate our Church from the attacks of every freſh aſſail- 
ant. And I have ever been of opinion, that if there 
be any one point of view in which it ſtands promi- 
nently forth with peculiar beauty more than in others, 
it is in that of Moderation and Temperateneſs which 
it unqueſtionably exhibits. An enemy alike to Bigotry 
in itſelf and to Perſecution towards others, with: Judi- 
cious mildneſs it ſpreads around the broad ſhade of 
Toleration: and is well contented to ſee others fit 
ſecure, or roam at large, beneath it. Like our happy 
well-poiſed Conſtitution, of which it forms an-effential 
part, it is at equal diſtance in its true character from 
the dangers of exceſs on either hand. Or ſtill further 
We may ſay, like the fortunate ſituation of that tem- 


perate Zone in which our own climate is placed, it | 


is equally removed from heat or cold in either ex- 


treme. Whether We preach or pray, in every part 


of its ſervice, We hold it to be the ſame. In its mode 
of Worſhip, if rightly repreſented, it neither runs 
wild 


21 


wild into the extravagant diſtortions of frantic Fana- 
ticiſm, nor ſinks down lifeleſs into frigid inſipidity ; 
it is chaſte and ſimple, yet attractive and energetic, 
In its Language, if properly expreſſed, is neither 
ſeeks on the one hand by incoherent effuſions to 
work upon the imagination of credulous adherents, 
nor yet on the other hand does it become languid and 
monotonous ſo as not to excite concern or to arreſt 
attention: it is with © ſoberneſs and truth“ as direc- 
ted by the head, yet with earneſtneſs and warmth as 
proceeding from the heart. Such, it may ſafely be 
aſſerted, is our Church. It is only to be wondered, 
that any of her Children ſhould forget the Parent: 
it is only to be lamented with unaffetted concern, 
that any ſhould ſo ſuffer themſelves to be wrought 
upon and beguiled as to forſake Her! 


Thus then, in very imperfe@ manner indeed, but 
to the beſt of our ability, have we ſo far gone through 
the ſeyeral particulars on which we propoſed to diſ- 
courſe; ſuch as the Occaſion of our Subject, the 
nature or character of Enthuſiaſm in general, the 
Perſons whom it ſeems moſt apt to influence, the Miſ- 
takes which it appears to cauſe in its Followers, and 
the vindication of our Eſtabliſhed Church. It remains 
for us to conclude, as we alſo propoſed, with ſome 
Obſervations, of mild Admonition to Thoſe who dif- 
ſer from Us in opinion, and of reſpe&ful Caution to 
Ourſelves, n 


B 3 2 The 


The ſubſtance of the Admonition which We would 
addreſs to Thoſe who differ from Us in opinion, is 
ſimply this: that they might be induced to adopt 
in their general conduct, leſs Vehemence and more 
Candour.—Forbearing all remark upon the propriety 
of Thoſe that by any means ſeduce away Congrega- 
tions from their regular appointed Paſtors, waving 
this and every thing of this kind that might be ſaid, 
however juſtly, yet with an appearance at leaſt of 
aſperity, it may be ſufficient to aſſert, as a Truth 
which cannot be controverted, that the violence of 
Man can never work the Righteouſneſs of God. 
Notwithſtanding the plea which may at any time be 
urged, of Zeal in behalf of Others, there is a Rule 
infinitely ſuperior to this, by which, as We call our- 
ſelves Chriſtians, our condutt ought inyariably to 
be guided, the great and broad Rule of Chriſtian 
Charity. Though Edifices were to be erefted in 


any Place by the warmth of active Individuals, ſu- 


perior even in number to thoſe that were reared once 
together in behalf of Religion in the centre of the Me- 
tropolis, yet if the chief corner-ſtone of each of thoſe 
Edifices be not laid in Charity, it is nothing. Or, if 
what is delivered in any of them, be with a deſign, 
either to depreciate other Teachers, or to allure 
away other Hearers, if what is there ſaid be thus op- 


polite to the true ſpirit and character of Evangelical 


Charity, 


* Alluding to the Fifty new Churches that were begun to be 
built in the City of London in the year 1710, 
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Charity, however noiſy it be and loud, however car- 
rying with it the appearance of more diſintereſted 
carneſtneſs and greater zeal, it is nothing: it is only, 
according to the emphatic expreſſion of the Apoſtle on 
the ſame topic, © as the ſounding braſs or the tink- 
« ling cymbal.” In every part of daily life it is pre- 
ciſely the fame, If jealouſy and ftrife, if bigotry 
and prejudice, if bitterneſs and rancour, be ſuffered 
to occupy that place in the heart which ought only 
to be poſſeſſed by moderation and forbearance, by 
gentleneſs and mildneſs, it is much to be apprehend- 
ed, that to ſuch hearts, (as often as this be the caſe) 

the Goſpel, however it be peculiarly profeſſed, as to 
its real import and influence is conſiderably a ſtran- 
ger. That Goſpel, that Law of Our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, by which I truſt We are all of Us to be 
guided through life, and to be judged after death, 45 
holds out to Us, in plain and ſimple and . 2 

cated manner, the doArine of Charity or Love to- 
wards our Neighbour, as the great Commandment, 
the end of the Commandment, the fulfilling of the Law. 
« By this,” ſays Chriſt himſelf, “ ſhall all men know 
that ye are * Diſciples, if ye have Love one to 
another.“ Indicatory of this, We muſt remember, 
and as it were expreſsly preparing the minds of men 
for it, was the language of the Heavenly Hoſt upon 
our Saviour's firſt coming down to dwell on earth; 


when, after proclaiming Glory to God on high, the 
B 4 next 


„John xiii; v. 35. 
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next note which they ſounded forth, was that of 
Goodwill towards Men. The inference which I 1 
ſhould conceive is plainly to be drawn from hence, 
is, that as far as We any of Us deviate from this, 
ſo far, it is to be preſumed, We offend againſt our 
duty. Or if We could be inclined at any time to 
be in doubt as to diſtin particulars, We have only 
to refer ourſelves for the cleareſt explanation to 
Saint Paul's well-known Comment upon this dottrine 
of his Maſter; in which he moſt beautifully delineates 
the ſeveral features of Chriſtian Charity, and con- 
cludes the whole with unequivocally declaring it ta 
be greater and more excellent than even Faith or 
Hope. „ The greateſt of theſe,” ſays He, “ is 
Charity. —Let me be allowed then to recommend 
to Thoſe who differ from us, this eſſential principle 
of duty in its ſeveral parts. Let me be allowed to 
remind Them, in earneft ſolemn manner, what things 
are particularly ſail in that Goſpel which We all of 
Us profeſs to follow, both of the + Wiſdom which is 
c from above”, and of the Fruits of the Spirit.“ 
Let me be allowed to ſpeak thus, as from the heart 
wiſhing well to All: as wiſhing: that the only ſtriſe 
henceforth between Us might be in the fair and man- 
ly and open competition of a good life; that although 
unfortunately We differ a little in ſome few points, 
it may yet be entirely in Charity as Chriſtians; as 
They, who though they make ſome trifling variation 
in their road by the way, yet hope all of them to 

| meet 
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meet at laſt together at the ſame end of their Jour- 
ney. 


Such was the Admonition which We had to give 
o Others. And if any could take exception at any 
thing that may have been ſaid, as in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree departing from that line of Moderation which 
We have uniformly endeavoured to keep in view, 
We muſt feel concern no doubt, but in vindication 
of Ourſelves muſt be under the neceſſity of appealing 
o that general mode of life and manner of converſa- 
tion, which, We truſt, may have fairly been obſerved 
of Us by others around. It has not, I believe, fallen 
io the lot of many of my Brethren to ſtand up againſt 
ſuch a heavy load of prejudice and prepoſſeſſion as 
awaited Myſelf upon coming to the ſituation to which 
had been called“ in this Place. I hope I have a 
due ſenſe of what I am doing at this moment: I feel 
no doubt a due degree of diffidence and awe when 
ſpeaking now before the preſent Audience of learned 
and very Reverend Brethren: But I ſcruple not to 

confeſs, 1 do not feel that wayginay perturbation, that 
222 agitation of mind, which I experienced on this 
very day of the laſt year, as it happened to be, when 
I preſented mylelf to the mixed and very crowd- 
ed Aſſembly in my new ſituation for the firſt time. 
Even to ſuch Auditors as Thoſe, however, I could 
ſtill 

It is ſufficiently known that the living of St. Giles's, Reading, 


ſo far from having been ſolicited by the Author, was ſtrenuouſly 
declined by him when offered. 
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till appeal, in vindication of my moderate condutt. 
But if I wiſh to avoid giving unneceſſary offence on 
the one hand, when to Thoſe that differ from Us in 
opinion, I recommend, with mild Admonition, leſs 
Vehemence and more Candour; I may very probably 


incur equal danger of offence on the other hand, 


when I proceed, as the plan of my Subject enjoins 
me, with reſpectful Caution, to recommend to Our. 
ſelves, leſs Indifference and more Zeal.—I muſt 
go on, notwithſtanding, to do what I perſuade my- 
ſelf is my duty on either fide, without reſpett of per- 
ſons. And in diſcharging my duty on this fide, I 
am perfectly aware, that, in ſpeaking before the pre- 
ſent Aſſembly, I may be thought to imitate both the 
preſumption and the abſurdity of that Philoſopher 
of old, who ſtood up before the great Carthaginian 
General to give lectures upon the ſubjett of the Art 
of War. I can only ſay, No one can be more 
conſcious of inferiority and imperfeRtion in various 
reſpeAs, or more ready to acknowledge them. But 
the critical nature of the Time will, I rruſt, ſufficiently 
plead excuſe; will be conceived to ſay, “ is there not 
& a cauſe;”* and will Juſtify, TI would hope, a more 
than ordinary plainneſs of ſpeech even from any. And 
when We well know that too many of Thoſe who-are 
not with Us are always watching narrowly our Con- 
duct, are ready at all times to magnify the failings 


of our Order, and apt to affix indiſcriminately upon 
the 


® 6& Is there not a Cauſe?” 1 Sam, xvil. v. 29. 
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the whole Body the little faults or indiſcretions of 
any of its Members, in ſuch a ſtate of things, can it 
he imputed to an Individual as wrong, that He ſhould 
wiſh to rouze up the vigilance and activity of Us all ? 
Alas! if We allow ourſelves to become indifferent, if 
We happen any of Us to ſlacken in the work which 
We have in hand, how can We expect that it ſhould 
proſper or come to good? It is particularly requi- 
fite that We ſhould Ourſelves have a full ſenſe 
of the importance of the Cauſe in which we are en- 
gaged. © Above all others, reverence Thyſelf;“ 
was an admired precept of Pagan. Antiquity. Far be 
it indeed from the deſign of a Diſcourſe delivered 
from ſuch a Place as this, to recommend ever that 
unſcemly and diſguſting arrogance of character, that 
Pharifaical ſuperciliouſneſs of deportment, odious as 
it is whereſoever it appears, which would ſeem to 
lay, + ſtand by, I am holier than Thou.“ Far be it 
ſrom Us ever to recommend this, We would only 
be underſtood to infer, that when once reſpe& 
ceaſes to be paid, the uſeful influence, the ability of 
doing good, which the Man of God would certainly 
wiſh to poſſeſs, ceaſes in proportion with it. Yes! if 
a conſciouſneſs of the dignity and importance of our 
Function be not kept alive in the breaſt, if We for- 
bear to pay a due attention to what may be the 
opinions of others around concerning Us, if We Our- 
ſelves, in ſhort, become cold, and careleſs, and lan- 
guid, and indifferent, the regard that ſhould attend 


upon 
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upon our character will quickly be no more. It ĩs im. 
poſſible in fact that dignity can reſide with impro- 
priety of conduct. Like the diſcordant materials in 
Nebuchadnezzar's Image, they can never be brought 
to incorporate. It vill be neceſſary therefore that 
each Individual of Us be firenuouſly upon his guard; 
as well that weaker Brethren may not be hurt by 
Him, as alſo that © occaſion may be cut off from 
thole which deſire occaſion to ſpeak evil.” He 
muſt take care to“ walk in wiſdom,” as the A- 
poſtle ſays, „towards Them that are without :” 
He muſt be as “ Workman that needeth not to be 
& aſhamed.” If He wiſh to ſee the ſuperſtru&ure of 
Religious Purity, far as his province reaches, riſe up 
under his hands fair and beautiful, it is for Him 
to lay a ſuitable foundation. In a word, if He hope 
that reſpect ſhould attend upon his Miniſtry, as is 
neceſſary to its ſucceſs, and as it ever ought, He muſt 
not be indifferent, ſuffer me to ſay fo, He mult reſpe& 
Himſelf. —It is true indeed, We are not to wonder 
that at this time there ſhould be ſo many differences 
of opinion upon religious ſubjetts, that ſuch a variety 
of Sects ſhould be riſen up amongſt Us. For this is 
no other than what we were preciſely taught by the 
Apoſtle to expect. From the ſure word of HolyWrit 
We are plainly advertiſed, that in “ latter days there 
& ſhould be Herefies;” that the“ time ſhould come, 
& when Men would not endure ſound Dottrine,” or a 
& form of ſound words; but, as We obſerved before, 

* would 
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would “ heap to themſelves Teachers.“ From the 
{ame authority of the- Holy Scriptures, and by the 
very words of Our bleſſed Saviour, We are alſo 
told, that in latter days there ſhould be“ tumults 
and deſolations upon the earth; that nation ſhould 
« riſe againſt nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom; 
« and that there ſhould be earthquakes, and famines, 
*« and troubles, in divers places.” But what are 
we to infer from both theſe predictions, which We 
have ſeen very much fulfilled in Our time? With 
reſpett to the former, or the encreaſe of Schiſm, We 
muſt not think it ſufficient to pray againſt it as an evil 
and a fin, which We are wiſely directed to do by our 
excellent Church Liturgy: We muſt alſo redouble 
our Zeal in the good cauſe of pure unperverted Re- 
ligion. And We muſt ſhew this our Zeal, not indeed 
by the ravings of the Pythian Prieſteſs or the Cumæan 
Sibyl, but by the ſteady, uniform, vigilant, con- 
ſcientious diſcharge of the buſineſs which we have 
undertaken. In the ſame ſpirit of Moderation which 
We would ever recommend, and which well in- 
cludes Zeal, but of a more diſcreet more temperate 
kind, let this, We would ſay, be rather our device, 
theſe our Inſignia, „Non magna loquimur, ſed 
& vivimus.” Let Us not be hurt at what Enthu- 
ſiaſm, or any other Adverſary whatſoever, may lay 
to our charge as not being on their fide, if We 


are 
* See the Effigies of Biſhop Tayler prefixed to his Works, 
+ « Who is on my fide, Who?'* II Kings, ix, v. 32. 
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Are but ſtrictly conſcious that We do not deferye 
the imputation of ill. Againſt the broad ſhield 
which a blameleſs life holds out before a Man, the 
arrows? of Calumny and Malevolence, like the fee. 
ble dart of old Priam, will ufually fall down blunted 
and impotent. By well doing,” as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
by executing properly what We have to do, We 
may in time ſufficiently “ put to filence the igno- 
rance of fooliſh and ill-diſpoſed Men.” A calm and 
ſteady perſeverance in the faithful diſcharge of 
our Parochial duties, will be the ſureſt method, 
We may truſt, not only of recommending ourſelyes 
as his Servants to our great Maſter, but alſo of 
reſcuing the Church which We love from the un- 
Juſt attacks of Hereſy and Schiſm, of Obloquy and 
Miſreprelentation. With reſpect to the other event, 
that of Calamity coming upon the earth, here like- 
wiſe We have only to perſevere in our duty with 
the ſame Tight Zeal. And this no doubt-we mult 
do; that if the Evils which threaten ſhould fall upon 
Us, that if (which in mercy to our Land may Heaven 
avert!) We ſhould ſee our Country laid waſte, our 
Altars overthrown, our Families diſperſed, and Our- 
ſelves called upon to ſuffer and to die; at that 
ſolemn and intereſting hour, when Hypocriſy and 
Diſguiſe can uſually be no longer employed to con- 
ceal the real motive, but the Secrets of all our 


hearts ſhall be tried and fearched by the ſerioul- 
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neſs of the time, and laid bare to view, that even 
then We may be ready to give in the account of 
our Stewardſhip with decency and propriety, with 
humble faithfulneſs and integrity, as We ought. The 
Signs of the Times, as they are called, are cer- 
tainly aweful. There are few, We imagine, that 
will be hardy enough to deny this. How much 
longer I, who now addreſs You, may be permitted 
to ſpeak from ſuch a Place as this; or, like our 
Brethren in another Land, how much longer any 
of Us may ſtill be permitted to meet as now in ſol- 
emn Aſſembly together; Who ſhall preſume to ſay? 
Let Us do the Work then which We have to do, 
with diligence and earneſtneſs, as They who are 
aware that perhaps they may not again have the 
opportunity. Let Us. go on each of Us to act 
To day, preciſely in ſuch a manner as We ſhall 
wiſh that We had afted if To-morrow We were 
to die.— Both Prieſt and People let ns be careful 
to do thus! Let Us do thus, that at the leaſt We 
may deliver our own Souls: that, when 'our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, when He, the great Shep- 
| ---—* 


* This written during the late Rebellion in Ireland, and the diſ- 
treſſes of the Clergy there, It alfo, with the deſcription above, 
much reſembles what the French Clergy have undergone. 


N. B. The Author deſires here to obſerve, that He has all along 
aNained on purpoſe from any length of Notes and Quotations, 
which he might have copiouſly employed to enforce the ſeveral po- 
litions contained in his Diſcourſe, 
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herd of the Sheep, ſhall come to call together his 
Flock, his faithful Servants from all parts, from every 
region of the quartered Globe, We may be admitted 
into that happy Fold, which We are taught ſhall 
then be made up of all Nations and Kingdoms; 
when the Unity of his Church which He ſo much 
himſelf recommended ſhall be fully re-eſtabliſhed, 
when the Wanderers ſhall be brought home, They 
that differ ſhall again be of one accord, and All, 
without any diſtinflion more but degrees of Good- 
neſs alone, ſhall be together bleſſed through Him, 
and be made happy for ever! 


\ 


May the Lord God, our heavenly Father, of his 
infinite mercy ſo grant I to whom, with his Blef- 
ſed Son our Redeemer, and the Holy Ghoſt our 
SanAifier, be aſcribed by Us, as We are molt 
bounden, all Glory and Honor, Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe, now and for ever! Amen. 
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